23 June 1974 


Dear Harold : 

I won't attempt to reply to many of the contents of your 
18 and 20th mailings, partly because a good many are notes to others 
which we cannot understand here, or do not identify what you're 
akaat talking about, possibly because you assume you've already done 
so. No matter. It is hardly likely we could contribute anything, as far 
as I can tell. , 
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Don Edwards.: You -^simfit^know he is ex-FBI. Servied one year, 

according to one s®n?esa source, which doesn't say when it was"/ He's 58, 
been in Congress since 1963, has liberal reputation and represents southeast 
Bay area between Oakland San Jose (mostly new factory area (Ford, GM 
assembly plants, etc) plus new suburbia encroaching on some flat farmland 
but mostly hiljy cattle country. Is or has been national president of ADA. 
Appears independently wealthy, being president af a San Jose title 
insurance firm. Never have seen or talked to him, but have generally 
good impression of his voting record. Of the Democrats on the Judiciary 
Committee, he would appear to be among the more potentially dynamic, but 
this remains to be demonstrated. Suggest caution, and judge him by the 
contact he cited and what's going on in the committee, such as any possible 
movement among the Dmmos to counter the GOPs who appear to be rallying 
behind GL. Our impression here is that the WH hath protested indeed too 
much about the allged leaks from the committee, suggesting that the WH 
actually promoted the leaks if it didn't start them itself. The Demos, 
with the possible exception of the lame ducks like Waldie, have noJP 
incentive we can think of here to initiate and continue such leaks. 

I struck out in the effort to locate the story on Hunt's 
trip to LA. Fine-toothed two weeks circa 8/2 both]# in 72 and 73, nor 
could I find any memo anywhere near S i rafeanai g those same time periods. 

I suspect the story and memo may have come much later. If jr we find either 
we'll be sure to supply copy or copies, FYI all stories fr<?m MYTimes for 
8/2 are marked as-, J2? e tL ^PP^fd to you, for that period rather. 

We also caught Rhoaas T letter to the 15june74 WXPost, but 

missed the 31May antecedent, which you cite as appearing in section C. 

I. always am particularly careful to go through these back sections and 
find it difficult to believe I could have missed it. Have to suppose that 
the story missed the editions both you and we get, which may be the same. 

I think the Post librarian would supply you with a Xerox copy of the UPI 
31 may story if you (wrote for it, saying it apparently missed the edition 
you get. 


Szulc ' s piece on Vietnam, by the way, appeared in a fery 
full version in the 0 u tlook section of the Post for June 2, in case you 
missed it. It's a cool and dispassionate account of how HK , acting for 
GL dragged out the negotiations, including the POW business, for maximum 
political effect ; the mistakes and. miscalculations involved., etc etc# I 
think you are correct: it appears to represent faithfully what the liberal 
faction in the CIA would want said and in many places actually seemm to be 
using wording that could be attributed to them. If this is so, it well 
could be one of the main reasons for HK's tantrum in Salzburg, with*the 
leaks on HK's bugging proclivities being merely the cover reason, all by 
agreement with GL of course. There are other factors, but I think the Szulc 
article had more to do with HK's ire than the bugging business, wMch is 
safe in Senate committee hands. GL's motives appear to dovetail. 
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We gather you have received a new transcript of some kind 
from flhoads (after you sued for it and lost) dated either 1/27/64 or I/27/74 
(you give both dates), and. that this is on its way to further publication. 
Although your thought mitit ' the reason you got it sounds entirely reasonable 
— that it is desired that you be the vehicle to put out its slant on a 
couple of agencies — I suppose that as a matter of routine both you and 
Lesar have analyzed it for the possibilities of some kind of trap? I can't 
imagine what, but thought it might be well to mention it, however late 
and even at such a distance . 

Regarding the action Mr. Stup reported?? seeing, I'm afraid 
that I'd assume the worst, that even when your phone is not in use it is 
working. As to the ripoff, from what you have sent it would appear that 
it was purposeful and fairly well based on homework beforehand. The rough 
work could have been intimidatory. Again, based on what you've sent, 
the prime candidate still looks here like the reversible name. He could 
be expected to deny convincingly, especially if he had been merely the 
scout . 

We seem to be in another of those periods when many signs point 
toward GL's getting away with it. Mainly the dying down of the 
outrage over the transcripts and a swing in Congress back toward timidity 
and indecision. A bit earlier we had thought that one of the main purposes 
of all the travel abroad was to bulwark GL against disclosures due in 
upcoming hearings and trials. Now, however, with the GOP faithful 
vitalized once more in his defense, and with no trials really taking place 
because everyone pleads guilty to bargain basement counts, it looks as 
if the possibilities of major disclosures are dwindling fast simply because 
there is going to be no serious testimnmy in court even by those who have 
been given immunity to testify. Is this Jaworski's real job, to eliminate 
such testimony by eliminating defense cases through minor pleas ? It seems 
a faint hope that the House Judiciary Committee will draw much from such 
testimony in its open hearings. Take Colson: they even went so far as to 
hunt up an irrelevant count for him to plead guilty to. Is this guy, thus 
well treated by the courts and washed in the blood of the lamb besides, 
likely to say anything to the judiciary committee or the Irwin committee 
that ' s new ? 


Buzhardt's heart trouble. Don't know how it struck you, but 
we get the impression he's been appointed fall guy for the backlash on the 
tape transcripts. Latest story describes him as THE man in charge of tapes 
and transcripts. He's probably lucky to be alive. 

Well, it will be interesting to see what sort of phony count 
Ehrlichman pleads guilty to, and then Haldeman. If GL can keep on dragging 
out this charade he might be able to get the GOP politicians thragh the 

election without panicking, cheer them up as they take their losses, and 
then lead them into a glorious future with the 94 th Congress, the 93rd by 
that time having ceased to be. Of course it's always possible and always 
wishful thinking that he may make more mistakes which will wraipe out all the 
help his supposed adversaries have given him, but that's very slender hope. 
To reverse your favorite saying, with such enemies, who needs friends ? 



